A Study on Influence of Learning Style on
On-Line Learning Frequency and learning
Achievement - Examples of studying Practical
Spanish (1) course
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Abstract
Due to the development of technology, network has taken in modern distance

education. The great changes have offered a broader space to the transfer of
independent learning. That is, learner’s needs in learning can be met at anywhere and
anytime by on-line learning education. But, an efficient learning by on-line learning
instruction environment depends not only on the content of the material, but also on
the suitability between the learning environment and the learner’s characteristics. As
some main characteristic variables exert great influence on the quality of the on-line

learning, that are, independent learning ability, learning style and learning motivation,
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etc. The study of on-line learning is gradually being transferred from the
development of curriculum to learner’s individual characteristics and learning style.
At the same time, some correlation analysis between preferences of learning styles,
on-line learning and language learning achievement are also taken to better learning
support services. The purpose of this study is to investigate the differences of
frequency and achievement for different learning style learners who used on-line
learning system. According to Reid’s classification of perceptual learning style, this
study is conducted to prove into the relationship between foreign language learning
style, learning frequency and achievement in on-line learning environment. The
study explores the effect of student’s learning style on the performance in the
Practical Spanish (1) course, that is offered at the first year of the 4-Year College of
Division of Continuing Education Section. Totally, 28 students were investigated
through the Reid’s Learning Style Questionnaire, mid-term examination score and
on-line learning frequency report, with the purpose of exploring their foreign
language learning style preference and differences, and analyzing the correlation
between the learning style, on-line learning frequency and Spanish learning
achievement. The study is descriptive in nature by making correlation analysis and
t-test of quantitative data, and narrative analysis of qualitative data. As conclusions,
firstly, the results show that learning style and on-line learning time were
significantly correlated to the Spanish achievement. In the end, the pedagogical
implications and suggestions of these findings are discussed for future research.
Key words: learner’s characteristics, perceptual learning style, independent

learning, on-line learning, learning frequency
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