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Arm Refinement and Reduction of Prefecture
Bureaucracy: A Study on the Jiangxi Military
Defense Circuit in the Ming Dynasty

Hsieh, Chung-chih*
Abstract

The Ming Court did not station massive troop in Jangxi, a province located in the mid-
and downstream of the Yangtze River and hence had less military significance compared to
other border and coastal regions. To diversify military offices, the central government added
Military Defense Circuits (also named as “Officials Rectifying Military Defense Circuit”) in
the late fifteenth century. To deal with the ever-increasing bandits, six military defense
circuits were established in Nanchang, Jiujiang, Fu-Jian-Guang (Fuzhou-Jianchang-Guangxin),
Raozhou, Yuanzhou, and Ganzhou. This article explores the reason why the Raozhou
Military Defense Circuit was never mentioned in the Code of Great Ming Dynasty or History
of the Ming. Jiangxi’s military defense circuits had two distinguishing features. First, in
order to arrest the bandits more efficiently, their jurisdiction zones extend beyond the
provincial border. Second, most of the military defense circuits in Jiangxi were General
Surveillance at the same time, sometimes even played a third role as a surveillance
commissioner under the General Administration Circuit system. The Military Defense
Circuits were both civil servants and military officers, their main duties were to wipe out
bandits, to maintain the defensive constructions such as walls and moats, as well as to
promote civilization, in order to keep local peace and prevent bandits. Despite the large
number of Military Defense Circuits established in the late Ming period, those in Jiangxi
were generally abolished or merged. The Military Defense Circuits, though middle ranking
civil officials with military duty, could play a role in pacifying and protecting civilians. This
study explores significance of office in the Ming Court’s stabilizing the province of Jiangxi.

Keywords: Military Defense Circuit, General Surveillance and Military Defense Circuit,
General Surveillance Circuit, Jiangxi, Ming Dynasty
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