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Aiden Yeh’s paper entitled “Problematizing the Commodification of ESL
Teaching in the Philippines: Mediating Expectations, Norms and Identity (ies)”,
‘presents and discusses a set of issues such as cost factors, leaner expectations,
course satisfaction, quality of teaching, Filipino teachers’ (FTs) pronunciation,
the Philippine English (PhE) accent vis-a-vis native speaker norms, and their
ramifications for pedagogy and other users of wider sociolinguistic
significance. Needless to say that the Philippines has become a popular
destination for English language learning, especially for people in South East
Asia, the realities on the ground contradict ifs status as a popular ESL/EFL
destination. In light of this, paper points to a disjuncture/disconnect as well
‘mismatches between pronouncements and real time practices, which are of a
serious nature. In light of this, the author argues that most of the problems
identified via research studies published in the country appear to suggest that
the problems cited are mainly due to the misguided commodification of English
language teaching in the Philippines for which there has been no government
accountability, for that matter any policy initiative that will ensure accountable
governance of all the establishments/schools that tout their EFL ESL teaching
services for economic gains. Thus, the paper stresses the pressing need for the
government to compile and release an ESL directory on school services, training
and accreditation accessible to anyone and anytime. In this way, teachers,
learners, and suppliers are assured of quality services and accountability of the
stakeholders. In sum, the exploratory and interpretive nature of the paper can
throw up a number of opportunities for future research, both in terms of theory
development and concept validation for more effective, proactive  and
accountable ESL/EFL leamer-friendly programmes and practices in the
Philippines.
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