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Using weakness to attend the WHA

This year, Taiwan s =fforts 1o parficipale in e 7= Wadd Healh Assembly (WHA) that is o take plocs in
Ganewva, Switzertand, from May 21 o May 28 have so far been concentrated aon bwo main aspects: Tawan's
coniriutiaon o global ealth, in pad@ouabar throogh il bumanilerian and medical assistance in numerous
countries, and Tarm@an's eaperience in healthcare than might be valuable © the SYHO, which consides=s
wiiversal health coverage a key priority

Wtile uzing Tamman' s svenpth and concrels conlnbuion o public bealth as @0 aguoment 5o be incvited o the
mext WHA s perfiectly legilimaie and represenis the approxesch followed by supportive couniries and nregions
organizalions Lo petition or o speak up in favor of Taiwan's participation & e next WHA. poest eaperiences
show thal such a strategy, allhowgh strongly supported by civil crganizations. has & rather miled effect on
the WHO-Tamwam relalicnship.

Indeed, since the beginning of ils isolation from the WHO in 1872, Taiwan has witnessed o warming of its
relafions with the infermational crgamnization onby on bvo occeson=s

First, in 2003, when then-%WHO direcor-general Sa Harkem Brunddand agreed o send experts 1o Taisan o
help the nation contain S3ARS, despile strong apposilion from Beijing.

Second. in 2009, when after the acknosdedgment of the so-called ©1 882 cormaenmus” and the resolling “one
Chima” principle by former president Ma Ying-jecu (B25 7L and his govemmend, Toeiwoen received an
inwilation from the WHO and was allowed by Beijing 1o atiend the G2nd WHA == an observer under Lhe

mare: “Chimese Tapei ™

Wil this second silkation is inconcevable under President Tsai Ing-wen (BESE 5], who does nol recogniee
the exsience ol e 1992 consensers,” the first circumsiance represents an nleresting slating paing for the
developmert of & complermentary dir icm Ba the Tar sfralegy o aftend the nesd WiHA.

Indeed, in 2003, the delesmining facior far the WHO 1o work with Tarsanese avthorilies woas acthually the
difficulty Taivwan had dealing with & tarsnstional health Emue, namely the SARS epidemic. Taiwan's

weakness was determminant in e WHO s o o ater wilh Taiwan.

While the argument of Tarsan's polential weakness o deal with influenza A vinos sebibype ASNT due o ks
exdusian fram the WHO bas boen extensvely used by Terswonese bealth and diplomatic aulthones @
comvinos the WWHD o invile Taiwan 1o attend the WHA, the absence of any HENT cutbreak in the nation
cleardy diminished it.

Hoswewer, tocday, another ransraticnal bealh ssoe remains a major weskness n the doman of public
haalth, namely ar polluSon. Caonfirming =uch an enduring weakness, which has major implications for
Taiwmness cilizens’ healh, = o report from the Legislatee Yuan thet recently concluded that Taman has
e nashile b dead efficiently with particulsne pollution ases the poest few yeor=s ("Legislature's report shows
malion's hax polution standard=" April 7, poge 3

Therefore, while campaigning o atlend the nexl WHA, Tarman wsould be well advised o invoke its persistent
difficulios in dealing with an issue that is considered by the WHO s exective boad (doourment ES14201.F)
o= o bap global risk o health for causing about §.5 million deaths @ pear worfcdhadce.

Indesed, there i= Nno reasom why Taiwan should work alone o desd with sech a rarenstional health issoe 1@
would nat make any sense for an inlemationasl onganization that promotes “headih for all™ o ignore Taiwan's
difficulies in dealing with a health =eue thal might be s=en as =Smilar 1o an epidemnic i§ e words Svrus™ s
replaced with “mirbome particodales" (PMZ.5 and PR 10} and “outbreak=s" by “polluion peaks™.

These is=sues and their health implications wouwld help Teisaness suthorities enbamnce teir line of argument
far Taiwan's parlicipation al the next WHA.

Ome afl the main reasors Tor $his is that this year the WHA IS I0 have a specific ses=ion an “"Heahh,
envimnment and cimate dhange™ {docwsment A7 1011 )L during which a discussion on a daftal a
“comprehensive global strategy aon bealth, envronment and dimate change™ is o ke place.

For the legilimacy and effidency of =uch a global <trateqgy, == wel ax for e heaslth ol people living in
Taivesan, Taman cannot be excduded from soch an imporant mullilabenal discuesson.



