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Adopting peer assessment and CAPT (Computer-assisted Pronunciation
Training) to regular English pronunciation class, this presentation presents a
case study of how to enhance the teaching and researching of some of the most
challenging sounds in English for Taiwan students. /ey/ is one of the challenging
sounds for Taiwanese students who tend to confuse the stressed /ey/ with /e/
and/or /& / in different phonetic environments. There is inconsistency in research
findings and a comprehensive pedagogical implementation of these results
should also foster effective teaching and learning (Chang, 2008; Chung, 2012,
2013; Derwing et al., 1998; Hsiao, 2014; Lin 2014). A three-pronged approach
aims at revising the teaching, learning, and evaluation is implemented in the 18-
week course by 1) by administering pre/posttests with /ey/ embedded in both
reading passage and short phrases at the beginning and end of the course; 2) by
pairing students as teaching/learning partner with a complementary proficiency
(based on results of pretest reading) with CAPT (Computer-assisted
Pronunciation Test) exercises; and 3) by evaluating their participation based on
the weekly logs of their practice with CAPT exercises, and reflections on if and
how the integrative pedagogical method can help them achieve optimal ways
for learning and teaching pronunciation. Test results show that most students
have made progress with /ey/ production. Words ended with open syllables
yield the least mistakes. Syllables ended with nasals post most challenges. The
weekly logs and the final peer interview present a more mixed picture with
effective ways for evaluation was the point of contention.

Keywords: CAPT (computer assisted pronunciation training), PA (peer
assessment), English pronunciation, stressed vowels
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Intercultural communication has become a key competence in today’s
interconnected world. Foreign language teaching can integrate intercultural
training into the syllabus to support students in improving both their language
proficiency and intercultural competence. This study investigates culture-
specific differences in students’ collaboration attitude and communication style
by method of qualitative survey analysis. In Fall 2020, a task-based learning
(TBL) project was conducted with German language (GFL) students of Fu Jen
Catholic University (FJCU), combining grammar training and cross-border
intercultural collaboration with peers from Japan. The goal was to strengthen
students’ writing skills, intercultural communication experience, and self-
learning abilities. 30 students of FJCU (second grade, language level A2-
B1/CEFL) met online with 17 participants from University of Kyoto, Tokyo
University, and Sophia University, Tokyo. They were organized in 16 groups
and paired in teams A and B. The task was to produce a text of 500-600 words
on Google Docs within three weeks per team. Stories centered on the famous
German cartoon called “Die Maus” (www.wdr-maus.de), a popular figure
inspiring and stimulating creativity, at the focus of the intended self-learning
activity. The Blended Learning approach combined the use Google Docs,
Flipgrid and LINE. The final texts were published on the international internet
platform “Die Maus auf ihren Reisen” (www.maus-reisen.de). This platform
unites GFL teachers from Korea, Japan, Mongolia, Taiwan, Hungary, and Chile,
promoting GFL and cultural exchange through online cooperation.

Keywords:
GFL, Cross-border Collaboration, Intercultural Competence,
Blended Learning, TBL
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Built upon the core value of university social responsibility (USR), and
one of the mission plans of Fu-Jen Catholic University (FJCU), autonomous
learning-driven curriculum, this study proposes a new English learning model,
Love! Board Game Party!, to strengthen the partnership between the FJCU and
the local community.

This study was informed by study PI“s class observation about university
students’ lack of critical thinking and uncertainty about the future. To address
this issue, this study aims to help develop students* personality traits, love and
care, and strengthen their autonomous learning ability by involving them in
service learning activities in the local community through foreign language.
This study took place in two Freshman English classes, with a total of
approximately 50 students in Spring 2021. Students were guided to plan
community service-learning activities, by means of board games, and engaged
in reflective thinking. Outside the class, the service-learning activity, Love!
Board Game Party!, provided an opportunity for students to accompany
children while playing board games and other English-learning activities at
XinZhuang Parent-Child Center. English alphabets and vocabulary relevant to
the board games were introduced to children too.

The current study includes four development phases, which are also
validation processes: (1) a drafting phase that designed in-class activities that
foster students* personality traits, love and care, (2) a preparatory phase that
strengthened students* understandings of social responsibility and autonomous
learning, and prepared students for Love! Board Game Party!; (3) a trailing
phase that implemented Love! Board Game Party!; and (4) a validation phase
to evaluate students™ learning outcomes and the effectiveness of Love! Board
Game Party!

The findings of the study indicated that students increase their self-esteem
upon completion the task. The survey data shows that the majority of the
students feel a sense of achievement because they are able to help community
children. Furthermore, students* sense of social responsibility also increases
and they believe that they should involve more in community service. The
interview data shows that students’ acknowledgement of the new English
learning model, and students’ perception of the local community also positively
changed.

Keywords: service learning, learning motivation, board game
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Game-based learning approach has been applied in the teaching and
learning process in second language learning. A bulk of studies showed not only
positive feedback but also positive learning outcomes by learners (Sardone and
Scherer, 2016; Boghian et al., 2019). However, problems of using board games
have rarely been mentioned in previous research. In order to specifically
understand learning situations of EFL learners through using board games,
some language learning problems arise from game playing should be taken into
consideration to facilitate language teaching and learning. The aim of this study
Is to explore if board games affect college freshmen’s language learning, their
cultivation of communicative competence. In addition, this study not only
focuses on learning processes in playing a board game but also tries to
understand some aspects of lifelong learning development such as self-learning
and communicative competence (Ohidy, 2008). The data was collected through
the participants’ board game playing dialogues and interview responses. A total
of 17 college freshmen participants were recruited from one university in
Northern Taiwan. The age of participants was between eighteen and nineteen
years old. In this case study, the mixed-method design was used. Three data
collection instruments were included. One board game, “Talk’n Guess”, was
used, and the participants filled out a survey and later some students joined
group interviews.

Several findings were presented including developing self-learning and
learning abilities not limited to language learning. Other findings revealed that
“Talk’n Guess” cannot provide sufficient language learning practices for the
participants in this study. Short responses did not enhance the participants’
learning of communicative competence. Therefore, the pedagogical implication
could be requesting participants to produce a certain number of sentences in the
board game playing processes. In order to compensate for the deficiency in the
“Talk’n Guess” in language learning, some other board game designs were
discussed to understand other elements to be added in the board game for
facilitating language learning.

Keywords: board game, communicative competence, language acquisition
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This research is related to both theory and practice. | am currently working
on “creative writing” as a teaching and learning practice in foreign languages.
What are the challenges of this practice? How to develop this type of course?
How to accumulate / list the essential data for this type of workshop? Research
shows that creative writing has an extremely beneficial role, besides working
on language skills, when it comes to creating the conditions for the possibility
of the investment of a foreign language by a learner. Work on this type of course
emphasizes the potential gains in "motivation™ or "desire to learn." Creativity in
writing also makes it possible to touch the intimate nature of the learner, access
the real core of students and foster the involvement and appropriation of the
target language. The "poetic"” function of language (Jakobson) allows language
to be linked to pleasure, creativity and imagination. This type of work also
makes it possible to fight against a certain passivity of the students and by doing
so it makes possible a new relationship with literature. By making literature an
activity of production, creative writing makes it possible to supplement
traditional literary teaching, which is teaching in reception. Another facet of
creative writing relates to the theme of ““subjectivation”, self-construction and
questions of identity. For all these reasons, it seems to me that the development
of this type of workshop is essential. This also involves research into the various
devices, instructions and constraints allowing the design of this type of course.

Key words: creative writing; foreign language teaching; course design;
motivation; poetic function of language
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I am teaching the course “Introduction to French Philosophy” in French
language to 4" year Taiwanese French learners since 2014. | started by a lecture
format with a study of the main philosophical texts in French. However, | tried
to find a way to involve more my students into the practice of philosophizing
while using French language. In 2019, | was trained on teaching philosophy to
children following the methodologies of Matthew Lipman and Chiara Pastorini.
It is a holistic approach where the students are not only listeners but also actors.
Using mind and body, the whole person is engaged in the thought process. |
adapted this holistic practice to my class taught in French. For a notion’s course,
| introduced brainstorming where the students define it, and two or three
workshops on philosophical questions linked to it. For instance, for the course
on “Art”, we study the question: “Art: imitation or creation?”” I propose to the
students first to draw a bouquet of flowers they imagine; and second, | ask them
to draw the bouquet I exposed in the class. With this activity, they “live” the
problem and it helps them to better understand lectures and texts. They
concretely and actively learn how to conduct a reasoning by acquiring the
abilities of conceptualizing, arguing and problematizing in French. Then, the
format of discussing in forum helps them to use French (oral and written
production and comprehension) when they feel ready, surrounded by
benevolence and open mindedness.

Keywords:
Introduction to French Philosophy, French as a foreign language,
Philosophy for Children, Holistic methodology
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