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of] 1% % E7 B +¥ EU Environmental Pollcy

I:about EU and Environment. The purpose of these essays is to give a brief

= overview of past and current developments of EU environmental policy. The
Eseries will cover following topics: History of EU’s Environmental Policy, EU
|:and Kyoto-Protocol’s flexible mechanisms, EU’s Extended Producer
| = Responsibility, and Trade and Environment issues.
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= o 2ep 24w | History of EU’s environmental policy
Introduction

r________________q

|Einternational environmental politics. During the last decades it could take over
IEgIobaI leadership in several environmental areas, e.g. climate change,
:promotion of sustainable development and environmental standards. The

The European Union has become an increasingly important player in

-Union’s environmental legislation covers a stunning wide range of areas,
| :from drinking water to sewage, from pesticides to detergents, hazardous
IEwaste, air quality, freedom of information and even lawnmower noise.
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= ofl«= 2en=ag | History of EU’s environmental policy
Introduction
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I.IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII
. :|
[ ]

[ |

However, EU policy is not only affecting member states but it -
-also has impacts on non-EU countries. Many environmental problems have a:
Etrans-boundary nature, for example climate change, pollution of rivers/ocean
Iior depletion of the ozone layer. Such problems can only be addressed
|§effectively by international cooperation among nations. One the EU’s most
-evident field of activity is its involvement in multilateral environmental
=agreements (MEA) and its promotion of measures to deal with regional or

|:worldwide environmental problems at an international level. Thus, EU

| :policies have global implications.

L________________-
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History of EU’s environmental policy

Seriousness of the matter

Every human activity leaves ecological footprints. Environmental :
problems are an integral part of human history. A look back in history shows I

IE

I that coping with environmental challenges and management of natural |
| resources has determined the fate of cultures. Logging woods and change in =
| land use can have severe impacts on living conditions not only of humans but:
I: it may also destroy habitats of other species.

gy



History of EU’s environmental policy
Seriousness of the matter

|

Economic development and the post-war reconstruction led to prosperity and I
wealth for western European countries. However, economic development |
was accompanied by massive air and water pollution, degradation ofil
environment, growing waste problems, deforestation, acid rain... Since the*
1960s Impacts of human activities on nature, population and economicil
growth, industrialization and urbanization have increasingly become a matter:|
of public concern. Governments tried to response to these new challenges by - |
formulating environmental policies.
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== 2=y History of EU's environmental policy
What is Environmental policy?

________________q

Before we have a look at the history of European Union’s

= environmental policy let us here just stop to answer a decisive question:
| What is environmental policy? Policy could be defined as “a plan or course of-

= action, as of a government, political party, or business, intended to influence
I:and determine decisions, actions, and other matters.”[1] Environment refers
I. = to the ecological realm and the natural world (eco systems). Environmental

pollcy therefore focuses on the consequences of human activities on the

= environment. We can define environmental policy as action taken (or not

: taken) to manage human activities under the aspects of potentially harmful
| effects on nature and natural resources.|2]

1] http://www.thefreedictionary.com/policy
2] John McCormick (2001). Environmental Policy in the European Union.
The European Series.
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Environmental policy is a relatively new EU policy area. European
I  Community (EC) was founded as a regional international economic
|. organization and environment was not mentioned in the Treaty of Rome in

§1958. It was not until the early 1970s that growing concerns about
IEincreasing pollution and deterioration of environmental conditions
|Epressured the EC (=EU’s predecessor) to take action. After the first United

- Nations Conference on the Environment in Stockholm (1972) and growing

Epublic and scientific concerns about environmental pollution the
|:Commission started to formulate a Community policy. The first
| - Environmental Action Plan was presented in 1973.

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
J
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In 1981 the Commission established the Environment Directorate :
: General which held responsibility for environment, nuclear safety and civili
Iiprotection. A major breakthrough was the signing of the Single European = |
= Act in 1986 which provided basis for the creation of a single internal market. = |
- This point marked the beginning of increased importance of environmental
|§protection in Europe as it established a firm legal base for Community actioni I
iely the environment. It also increased the use of qualified majority voting : |
IEwhich made decision making easier. Previous decisions had to be made -
|Eunanimous|y, which means all need to agree. In order to prepare for the =
Iisingle common market (free flow of capital, goods and people) new§|
= legislation needed to be implemented. Among the new policy areas was:
IEenvironmentaI protection. Given that the union consists of individual memberi |
Iistates with differing environmental regulations and environmental standards : |

- the creation of a single internal market faced severe problems.

T 1
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“ The individuality of Europe is the result of its history. However, beside the'
I:beneflts this patchwork of different cultures and backgrounds also prowdes: I
|Edifficu|ties for the unity. Different standards could be a barrier to trade to- |

= protect local industry. Without a supervising authority it would be difficult to =
:solve such issues. Therefore, some environmental issues could be- I
E : addressed best at the EU level rather than at member state level. Member- |
- state’s government agreed to hand over certain governing power to EU: |

I:mstltutlons which make the EU policies more powerful.
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I The treaties of Maastricht (1992) and Amsterdam (1997) helped to
- promote sustainable development efforts throughout the EU. Since then

| European Unions follows the path of sustainable development. The 2000
- Lisbon strategy is a development plan to improve the economy of the EU
= and push for the establishment of the single market.

I : Some interesting videos about the issue can be seen here:

I http ://ec.europa.eu/environment/archives/50year en.htm

5 0f] 1 7 Bp B 4H

l: = In the next part of the series we will have a closer look on the Environmental
| = Action Plans (EAPs) and how fields of activity changed over time.

'
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
|
I
1

To be continued...



: www.wretch.cc/blog/oolong1001/5235053

: http://www1.phoenix.com.tw/map_eur/malta.qgif

- http://freiparadies.pixnet.net/album/photo/87218207
= www.nipic.com/show/3/81/5fb2f5e8a91ae511.html

: 1064.travel-web.com.tw/.../Y008112000001_1_1.jpg
= pen2.pixnet.net/blog/post/1806329

= www.hf777.com/Knowledge/5/4393.shtml

= www.fx265.com/html/2007-09/1359.html

DD/ designexpo.DOCOCOMAN. ... ueseeseenrersessnnsennennsnnaesd

LO



