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A Sudy of the Discrimination between Difficult
Phoneticsin Beginning L ear ners of Japanese

Chen Jen-wen
L ecturer, Japanese Department, Wenzao Ursuline College of Languages
Chen Shu-yin
Assistant Professor, Japanese Department, Wenzao Ursuline College of
Languages
Abstract

There are numerous studies on Japanese phonetics and pronunciation which Chinese
learners of Japanese are the targets. Among the studies, many researchers have found out the
influences and interferences between one’s mother tongue and the acquisition of a new language
especidly in listening ability and pronunciation. Many Japanese language teachers and scholars
are still seeking solutions to deal with this mother-tongue interference in foreign language
learning.

This article consults the researches from the advanced educators and conducts a survey and
listening practice by using some difficult acquired phonetic combinations as the subject. This
exercise ams to enable students to reslize their own weaknesses in distinguishing different
Japanese phonetics, and to cultivate for the ability of self-correction and self-learning. Being able
to accurately transcribe one sound while listening is one of the methods to ascertain the ability of
listening comprehension, which is also the basics of writing. Therefore, thislistening exercise also
includes the training of dictation ability.

Though the result of this survey cannot successfully prove the effectivity of the increase of
students’ learning outcomes, it indeed enables student to realize their own weaknesses in
recognizing certain sounds. It is expected to be helpful for not only the training in listening

comprehension but as well in learning Japanese grammar, vocabulary, and writing.

Keywords: discrimination between difficult sounds, listening comprehension, basic level listening,

continuing education
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