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EU Environmental Policy instruments
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Reseafch intEPests: EU environmental policy,
EU /"Taiwan Climate policy, Trade and
Environment issues, China and Environment

He can be reached at:




The EU and the Kyoto Protocol

Joint Implementation (JI)

Joint Implementation is the third mechanism of the
Kyoto Protocol to meet the obligations of greenhouse gas
emission reduction. In the last parts we already got to
know the Emissions Trading and the Clean Development
Mechanism. While under Clean Development Mechanism
iInvestments are encouraged in projects in developing
nations, under Joint Implementation countries (listed in
Annex |) can make investments in emission reduction
projects in any other developed country (listed in Annex I
signatory country of Kyoto Protocol with binding target).
This happens as an alternative to reducing emissions
domestically. 27




The EU and the Kyoto Protocol

Joint Implementation (JI)

As costs of emission reduction are different in every
country, overall costs of achieving the Kyoto targets can
be reduced. Joint implementation offers a flexible and
cost-efficient method of achieving a part of their Kyoto
commitments, while the host Party benefits from foreign
iInvestment and technology transfer. Most of these projects
are hosted in economies in transition, like Russia, Ukraine,
Bulgaria and Hungary.




The EU and the Kyoto Protocol
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The EU and the Kyoto Protocol

Joint Implementation (JI)

A close look on the numbers of registered projects shows
that Methane reduction projects are most common, followed by
renewable energy and projects focusing on energy efficiency.
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The EU and the Kyoto Protocol

Can the EU achieve its target?

As of May 2009 it is not clear at all if the EU-15 will
be able meet its collective target of cutting greenhouse gas
emissions by 8 % for the period 2008-2012. However,
projections from Member States indicate that the EU-15
could cut emissions by more than 11 % compared to the
base-year. This could be achieved by a mixture of domestic
policies and measures outside the EU. Parts of this
reduction come from projects financed by the EU in other
countries. The performance of emission reduction of EU
member states is mixed. A few Member States are already
below their Kyoto targets, others are off the track. However,
the EU-15 as a whole hopefully meets its Kyoto
commitment. 31
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