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The Case Study of Narrative Strategy:
“The Telescope” and “Heaven” in Tianwelie

Chang, Ching-Yin®

Abstract

Tianwelte ({ =~ FEJ F% ) ) was the work written by Jesuit Emmanuel Diaz Jr.
(1574-1659) in seventeenth century China. The purpose of this article is to examine the
narrative strategy used by Emmanuel Diaz Jr. in order to explain how he connected with
two different ideas, missionary and scientific knowledge in one book, the telescope and
the heaven as well.

Three important issues would be pursued in this article. Firstly, how Emmanuel
Diaz Jr. constructed his framework in the book Tianwellie from the Heaven and the
report the astronomical observations by Galileo Galilei ( 1564-1642) ? Secondly, what
kind of perspective did Chinese readers choose to read Tianwellie? This arrticle will
review some seclected matericals, especially the perspective from Emperor's Four
Treasuries (([J“Iﬁl = ?; )) in Ching dynasty and the perspective which represented the
ideas from the interpretations of Chu’tz ((ZZ&E)) .

Thirdly, what were the differences between publications of Jesits Matteo Ricci
(1552-1610) and P. J. Adam Schall von Bell (1591-1666) on astronomical knowledge in
comparison with Tianwellie? By doing this, we can see the characteristic of Tianwelle in
the Heaven and the telescope and how did Jesuits combine the religious task and western

knowledge in late sixteenth and early of seventeenth century in China.

Keywords:
Emmanuel Diaz Jr., TianwelUe, the telescope, Jesuits
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