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The Origins of Haiyaku in the Early Edo Period:
Chinese Poetry Based Haikai within Echijin’s
Shakubikan and Niwakamadoshi

Huang, Chia-hui”
Abstract

This article examines the poetry style of “Chinese poetry based haikai”
(shidai haikai) , that is, haikai that were composed using a Chinese poem as a
topic. This poetry style was developed by Matsuo Basho and further popularized
and refined by his disciples of the Nagoya group; first through the Shidai jirokku of
Okada Yasui, and afterwards through the Shakubikan and Niwakamadoshii of Ochi
Echijin.

Earlier examination of this particular form of poetry has already shown that it
is characterized by strong usage of associations, and varied and novel ways of
incorporating Chinese poetry into new Japanese compositions. However, the fact
that this poetry also constituted the early origins of haiyaku (translation of Chinese
poetry into haikai) has as of yet been overlooked.

This article shows how the phenomenon of haiyaku emerged as a new poetry
tradition in the activities of the Owari poetry group of the early Edo period.
Considering the fact that these poets would later work in Edo as well, it is likely
that they went on to further develop their new techniques over there. The details of
this process, however, will have to be examined in future research.

Keywords: Ochi Echijin, Shakubikan, Niwakamadoshii, Owari poetry group,
haiyaku

* Contract Assistant Research Fellow of Institute of China and Asia-Pacific Studies, National Sun
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