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FRENCH YOUTH IN ACTION IN EUROPE:

TRENDS AND CHALLENGES
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“Youth in Action’ Programme

Overview

1. Evolution of the EU Youth Policy & Programmes.

2. French national mechanism of YiA promotion

3. Level of participation of French Young people in YiA
Programme : Cases studies

4. YiA challenges according to French young people




1) Evolution of the EU Youth Policy &
Programmes.

o Started in 1996 (4 years pilot project)

o To complete other mechanisms of exchange (Erasmus,..)

o To offer to young people — whatever their background — an access to

mobility
EU Youth in Action
: Programme
EU Youth Pilot Project ' : (2007-2013)
(1996-2000)

885 millions euros
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“Youth in Action” Programme

o Action 1 - Youth for Europe

Encourages young people's active citizenship, participation and creativity through youth
exchanges, youth initiatives and youth democracy projects.

o Action 2 - European Voluntary Service

Helps young people to develop their sense of solidarity by participating, either individually
or in group, in non-profit, unpaid voluntary activities abroad.

o Action 3 - Youth in the World

Promotes partnerships and exchanges among young people and youth organisations aecross
the world.

o Action 4 - Youth Support Systems

Includes various measures to support youth workers and youth organisations and improve
the quality of their activities.

o Action 5 - Support for European Cooperation in the Youth field

Supports youth policy cooperation at European level, in particular by facilitating dialogue
between young people and policy makers.




2.

YiA Programme promotion in France:

Institutions and mechanisms

France, deeply involved since the beginning

O Involved since 1996

o EU Youth Programme (2000-2006):
60.000 French young people and youth workers
1335 projects of exchange with EU countries

3126 French young volunteers sent to EU

>> France among the countries with the higher
level of participants !ll Germany, Spain, UK, Netherland,...




"‘L'C‘?' - Freneh management of EU Youth in Action
T

n Program (2012)

French Ministry of Sport, Yo»t)ih,y ;Educdﬁon

- and associative [if -

National Institute of Youth and
popular education (INEJ)

J

French Agency for the
European Youth in Action
Programme (AFPEJA) (24 agents)

*“Youth in Action’ Programme

Youth

(13-30 y.o)

Main role‘of the AFPEJA

o Promotion and implementation of the
EU YiA at the national level

o Link between the European Commission,
the institutional partner of the project
and the Youth>> A Crucial Contact point! |

o Advise young people to develop their
project and propose training (Salto
Youth Euromed and Best practices)

o Select projects according to the
evaluation criteria of the E.C




3.

Level of participation of French young people
in YiA Programme : Case studies

i Action. 2- European Voluntary Service
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‘pmes, South Africa...]




Youth m Actian

European
Volunteering
Service

Main domains of veolunteering

- Art & culture,
- Social support

.
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- Environnemental protection
- Historic sites protection
- Media and information of youth

- Health

- Fair trade and economy
- Sport

- Cultural diversity

- Future of Europe,...

European
Volunteering
Service
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European
Volunteering
Service

2011

French Origins
volunteers
18%

6000 EU volunteers
in total

1344 French young
people ( #2d)

European
Volunteering
Service

Gender distribution

Gender




Geographic distribution (2011)

European Motivations: focus on personal

Volunteering
Service

development

Opportunity to discover a country “‘differently”

To learn the language of the recipient country

“To have a break”

To learn new competencies useful for the life project
The project itself

To increase employability (Youthpass)

O O O o o o o

Valuable experience to serve other and to work with other




European
Volunteering
Service

EVS: a very popular and competitive EU action
in France

0 Most popular YiA Action in France. Great visibility

at University.

o Very competitive

o High quality / very motivated candidates and
projects.

o Quite established among certain social groups,
namely, the well-educated

Overal share of French young people
involved in EVS still comparatively small |

o 18-30 y.o : 10 millions (17% French
population)

o 30.000 French have participated to
Erasmus Student Exchange Prog (within
EV)

International
Solidarity
Volunteering
BERES %Bf)%lﬁﬁ

o Alternative volunteering services:
(2597 volunteers)

> Longer period of volunteering or in a
country not partner to EU YiA (i.e Taiwan):

International
Volunteering in

International
Volunteering in
administration
IBEL

(227 volunteers) 4

> To increase their employability in a specific

dome- ~= 2=tas =

oyl By
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enterprise

ERBHEET

{6842 volunteers)




Action.1.2- Youth Initiatives

0 Projects entirely devised, planned and implemented by young
people at local, regional or national level.

o Goal: to stimulate young people’s creativity, enterprise and
initiative.

o Youth Initiatives are aimed primarily at 15-30 y.o

o 2011: 1557 granted projects in total

An increasing number of Youth initiatives
(2000-2011) initiated by French young people

& Number of Youth Initiatives
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Main domains

Domains:

Art and culture (documentary film)
Europe (Bringing Europe into schools)
Environement

Fight against exclusion

Solidarity (From inside prison to inside society)
Sustainable development

Popular in France

Stagnation in France since 2006 !
Several other opportunities in France

(Defi jeunes, Envie d’agir,...)
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Some lessons from these cases studies in 7. &

ura nce

o

French young people, youth workers, government recognize the use
and the success of the YiA in France.

Importance of cooperation between national agencies, youth
association and young people.

Great visibility of the programme through regional office, universities,
schools, Youth center, etc.. Good coverage.....

but still could be improved in non formal-education institutions and
through social workers. Low participation of young people in social
difficulties

Domains of involvement and topics of projects evolved with the
sociopolitical evolution of France, Europe and in the World.




F 0 For a successful volunteering experience, young volunteers
need adequate information (about the opportunities
available, the placement of their choice, costs involved,
insurance, commitments etc.)

o Language and intercultural training,

o The quality of voluntary work is also important

o Surveys (2011) on YiA Program show that
French young people consider notably that:

Participation increased their competences in foreign languages

They improved their abilities to identify opportunities for their
personal or professional future

they felt more European;

they gained skills and knowledge they would not have
otherwise acquired

- They gained competences needed for mobility (either for
learning or work purposes)




Survey also show that:

O Volunteering and youth initiatives are also beneficial to the
organisations, communities and societies involved in France
and in the EU.

o The host organisations and societies not only benefit directly
from the work of volunteers, but are also enriched by the
intercultural dialogue and sharing.

4) Challenges of YiA

ez

O French Committee for National and International Relations for
Youth and Community Education (CNAJEP) > Youth Forum
Europe

O Position Paper on Youth in Action 2.0 adopted in November
2010




o YiA should remain an independent programme
focused on non-formal education of young people

o EU should invest 1 Billion Euro or 10 euro per
young European from 2014-2020

o To have a more user-friendly framework, clearer,
faster and easier procedures

o Should have a pan-European approach to allow
also non-EU young citizens to join YiA.




