Edna Pontellier's Odyssey from 'home' to ' Home'
A Study of the Lost Androgynous Space in
Kate Chopin's The Awakening
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Abstract
- In The Awakening, Kate Chopin’s 19" century fin-de-siecle novel, the female
rotagonist Edna Pontellier’s awakening experience is closely related to her
"‘ening spatial awareness. My paper explores how Edna adventures through
narital, romantic, and erotic spaces with three male characters in the novel, and how
he comes to realize that the kind of androgynous space her awakening self longs for
s not to be found yet, owing to the dominant conventional gender ideology. Edna’s
1 ey does not end with a familiar ‘home-coming’ unless we interpret her final
,‘i'» in the ocean as a symbolic ‘Home-coming’. The Awakening can be read as
Chopin’s urge for the birth of an evolved androgynous space, different from the

traditional bi-sexual spaces of rigid role-playing or sex exchange.
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