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The 10th International Conference of the Taiwan Associa
Medieval and Renaissance Studies
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National Pingtung University, Taiwan

Call for Papers

Encounters: Friends, Foes, and Companions

Human civilization often enails various kinds of encounters. One of the most fundamental is
interpersonal contact from which friendship, animosity, and companionship are born. In Aristotle’s
Nicomachean Ethics, friendship is defined in terms of ethical virtues, while in patristic writings
friendship refers to a shared sense of being children of the one Father and brothers in Christ. From
the Renaissance down to the modemn era, there have been engaging discussions about forbidden
friendships. In contrast, hostile feelings, especially jealousy and hatred, have long been favorite
topics for writers such as Shakespeare who draws from the book of Proverbs in Julius Caesar and
Othello to represent how the kisses of an enemy may be profuse.

On a broader scale, encounters can also be examined with reference o the contacts among
different cultures and subsequent ideological transmission, conflct, hybridity, assimilation, and
transformation. Ever since Classical Antiquity, communication between the East and the West has
riggered a series of crucial cultural exchanges and interfaith interactions that can be inexhaustible
subject matters for profound deliberation and academic research.

In addition to investigations into encounters in human societies, surveys of cross-species and
eco-critical perspectives are welcomed s as to stimulate dialogue on environmental problems from
both the viewpoints of the exploiters and the exploited. This discourse may help elucidate how
human beings envision environments as their companions or adversaries and how human
preconceptions determine the literary representation of human-animal and human-environment
relationships. Therefore, aside from conventional approaches, this conference also aims 10 look at
how the works of pre-modem environmental advocates square with the more popular drama, poetry,
and even political discourse of the time and how these matters form an important part of lierary,
cultural, social, and environmenta histories

Within the purview of human contacts with the physical world, we would also welcome studics
concemning engagement with nonphysical entities~the demonic and the heavenly—to shed light on
the supematural or transcendental perception of human encounters via different religious beliefs.

Within this four-stratum framework, this conference aims to proffer a forum for investigating
human encounters that engender affection and enmity.

Topics for consideration may include (but are not limited to):
Philosophy of friendship in various cultures
Friendship from Classical Antiquity (o the Renaissance
Forbidden friendship & homosexuality
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Friendship and patronage

Friendship and betrayal

Affiliation and politics

‘Human-nonhuman relationships

‘Humanism vs. anthropocentrism
Environmental encounters

Pre-modem environmental imagination
Representation of landscape and dreamscapes
Environmental mpact on human psychology
Utopian imagination and new world order
Cross-species encounters

Bestiary and animal studies

Cross-boundary encounters

‘Wars and cultural encounters

Commerce and cultural encounters
Cosmography and the human world
Cosmology east and west

Pilgrimages and healing environments
Exorcism vs. healing practices

Interfaith encounters

Religious notions of friendship and relationship

TACMRS cordially invites papers that reach beyond the traditional chronological and
disciplinary borders of Classical, Medicval, and Renaissance Studies. Please submit abstracts of
250 words and & one-page CV through the on line submission module by 26 February 2016,

For more information, please visit the 2016 TACMRS Conference website:

hittpu/201 Gtacmrsnptu wix.com/tacmrs
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frafiaE & Program

12:20

“Time October 21,2016 (Friday)
09:00-09:30 Registration at the Wu Yu Building
Opening Ceremony
09:30-9:40 | President Yuan-Kuang Guu (Professor, National Pingtung University)
B RABH SRR
EHR® Keynote (1)
Patrick J. Geary (Professor of History, Instiute for Advanced Study) | Auditorium
gui0-tngo | Barbarians and Romans: Friends, Focs, and Companions
PALA0: Moderator: Francis K. H. So 83
(Chair Professor, The Center for Languages and Culture, Kaohsiung
Medical University)
10:40-11:00 Group Photo & Tea Break
TA. The 3rd conference room T 1B. The 4th conference room
Tnterfaith Friendship ‘Cross-Cultural Encounters
Moderator: Chih-Hsin Lin #85 | Moderator: Carolyn F. Scott % %-
(Associate Professor, Department of | (Associate Professor, Department of Foreign
English, National Chengehi University) | Languages and Literature, National Cheng
Kung University)
1) Wen-Chung Fwang % % & 1) Ignacio Ramos Riera (Researcher and
(Professor Emeritus, National Chung | Instrucior, The Beijing Center for Chinese
Hsing University) Studies )
St John of the Cross and the flears | “Trans-gressive Images”™ Reflections on the
o | Sutra: An nteith Encounter Impact of Jerénimo Nadal's Imagines

Historiac Evangelicac in Late Ming dynasty

2) Hsin-Yi Hsieh #51 (Assistant
Professor, National Chung Hsing
University)

Love and Friendship: Dialogues
between Christianity and Paganism in
John Lyly's Works

2) David Gordon £ AR (Assistant
Professor, National Pingrung University)
Early Encounters between East and WesL:
Buddhism and Transcendentalism via Europe

3) Naoki Kamimura (Research Fellow,
“Tokyo Gakugei University)

Augustine on Friendship: Some
Remarks on the Letters with Christian
and Pagan Intellectuals

3) Jia-Syuan Gao % % & (Assistant
Professor, Fooyin University.)

When Erasmus’ Catholic Cosmos meets
Fiorenza’ Kyriarchal Discourse

12:20-13:20

Lunch

13:20

1420

£ A% Keynote (1)
Donald Beecher (Professor of English, Carleton University)
ndship from Valerius Maximus to
Shakespeare

On the Psychology of Fi

Moderator: Nicholas

(Professor, Department of Comparative Literature, Graduate Insttute of
Comparative Literature, Fu Jen Catholic University : Institute for

Comparative Literature and Cultural Studies, Peking University, China)

Koss etk Auditorium
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2A. The 3rd conference room

2B. The 4th conference room

Toyalty and Betrayal
Moderator: Chi-Fang Li $48 %
(Associate Professor, Department of
Foreign Languages and Literature,
National Sun Yat-sen University)

Friendship or Enmity
Moderator: Francis K. H. So # 3% &
(Chair Professor, The Center for Languages
and Culture, Kaohsiung Medical University)

1) Carolyn F. Scott & % (Associate
Professor, National Cheng Kung
University)

1) Hong Shen #3 (Professor, Zhejiang.
University)
On the Encounter of Satan and Chist in John

1430 Eriends or Foes?: Encounters in Othello | Milton's Paradise Lost
15:50 | 2)Simon White & 91 (Associate | 2) Shih-Cong Fan Chiang 7% £ (PhD,
Professor, Wenzao Ursuline University | King's College London)
of Languages) Friends or Foes? The Roman army at the
Loyalty and Venality as Altemative | Empire’s rontier regions during the
Bases of Friendships and Allegiances in | sixth-century Persian wars and it relations
Tobias Smollet’s Eighteenth-Century | with local society
Literary Underworlds
3) Ichiro Taida % @ 4B} (Associale | 3) Dongill Lee (Professor, Hankuk University
Professar, -Shou University) of Foreign Studies)
“The encounter of Aphrodite and ‘The Identifieation of Monsters in Beownlf:
Anchises: focusing on his greeting. Foes or Symbol of Evil?
15:50-16:10 “Tea Break
3A. The 3rd conference room 3B. The 4th conference room
Tostile Encounter in Nature Friendship in Philosophy
Moderator: Brian Reynolds #4/% | Moderator: Hsueh-Chen Liu $| &%
(Assistant Professor, Department of | (Associate Professor, Department of English
Ialian Language and Culture, FuJen | Languages and Literature : Chair, English
University) Department, Evening Division, Fu Jen
University)
1) Jonathan Locke Hart (Chair 1) James Zainaldin (PhD Candidate, Harvard
Professor, Shanghai Jiao Tong Department of the Classics)
University) Philosophical and Non-Philosophical
Friend and Foe: Sympathy and Coneepts of Friendship in Ancient Greece
16:10 | Alienation in the Natural and Human
| Worlds in Marlowe, Shakespeare and
17:30 | Their Contemporaries
2) Petros Dovolis # 74 (Assistant | 2) Anthony Wesolowski (Associate
Professor, National Changhua Professor, Fu Jen University)
University of Education) Friendship as Viewed by Aristotle and Cicero:
Tense Encounters at the Garden’s Edge: | Similarities among the Greeks and Romans
The Winter s Tule and the Question of
“Bastardized” Nature
3) Simon C. Estok (Professor, 3) Marina Bazzani (Lector in Greek and
Sungkyurkowan University) Latin, University of Oxford)
Writing the frenemy: Macbeti's witches | Friendship, Homage and Patronage:
and storms on stage and screen Depictions of friendship in the poems of
Manuel Philes
18:00-20:00 Conference Banquet (By Invitation)
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