Mini White-board: A Dynamic Traditional Device for Active Participation
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Abstract
Mini white-board, a traditional supplementary tool, can capture students’ attention and increase classroom interaction even though educators have been led to reply to trendy educational technology. This paper focuses on the investigation of mini white-board use in an English class where junior college students learn English as a foreign language in southern Taiwan. A group of 46 French majors taking a compulsory English course were involved in this study in which students were provided with an erasable marker and an A4-sized plastic folder with a sheet of white paper. Several activities were implemented in class over two months and then an online survey designed with Quizizz was conducted to gather participating students’ opinions about the use of mini whiteboard in class. The survey consisted of 20 questions, one being the experience of using mini whiteboard and the rest being the perceptions of using it. The former was a Yes-No question, whereas the latter a five-point Likert scale ranging from 1 (strongly disagree) to 5 (strongly agree). Findings show that both the novice users and the experienced users were in favor of the mini white-board integrated in a variety of tasks. When students’ language proficiency level was treated as an independent variable, no significant difference existed between the more successful learners and the less successful students. Such results could shed some insight in the English language instruction implying that non-technology device can also increase active interaction, provide equal participation, and promote good learning quality.
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