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The European Union and transnational health policy networks: a case study
of interaction with the Global Fund
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‘This article examines the nature of the engagement between the European Union and the
Global Fund created to combat HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria. The authors reveal that
in relations between the EU and the Fund, influence is reciprocal although asymmetrical
with the EU commanding more leverage. They also contend that the EU considers its
engagement with the Global Fund as successful to the extent that the success of this
interaction is contingent on the Global Fund’s capacity for implementation. They conclude
that the relationship between the EU and the Fund will continue for the foreseeabe future.
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Along with international health knowledge networks, which link experts, scholars and health
practitioners transnationally whose aim at developing and sharing medical and public health
knowledge to occasionally inform and influence policy-makers,' and transnational advocacy net-
works in health composed of varied actors mobilized to raise awareness on a particular health-
related problem: transnational public-private parmerships (PPPs) have progressively emerged
as a central feature of the global health landscape and as the most visible, institutionalized and
influential illustration of transnational policy networks (TPNs) in the health sector.

In the domain of health, the EU has been engaged with several of these transnational actors
and developed different relationships with each of them. Today, one of the PPPs in health with
which the EU has developed a rather comprehensive relationship remains the Global Fund for
the fight against AIDS, malaria and tuberculosis (TB) (Global Fund).
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