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28" International Conference on English Teaching and Learning in the R.O.C.

A Pilot Study on Effects of An Experimental English Course Employing
Medical Ethic Reading Portfolios

Mei-Hua Lan (& £ #)"
Yao-Chun Hsu (#4225
Kai-Ping Wang (£ $1-F)™

The study tried to incorporate medical ethic readings into college English learning,
and to design an experimental course employing English reading portfolios. The main
purposes of the course are to relate students’ English learning to their professional
backgrounds, and to make English learning meaningful for students of medical and nursing
majors. Totally 54 students of Nursing majors, 3™ oraders of a 5-year junior college, were
involved in this experimental course for a semester. The course covered several topics,
including four ethic readings, some medical relevant grammatical expressions and English
learning activities from the movies “ER.” In addition, the course designed team-teaching
activities with an experienced nurse who shared her nursing working experiences and the
importance of languages in nursing or medical professions, in order to help nursing students
understand the possible requirements from the nursing or medical industry, and to prepare
students for their internships in the coming semester. At the end of the semester, students

- were asked to conduct their English Ethic Reading Portfolios in groups, and to evaluate or
reflect on their learning achievements via self-, peer- and teacher-assessments. A feedback
questionnaire was also designed and distributed, and the effectiveness of the course was
analyzed from three aspects, including the effects of English Ethic Reading Portfolios,
English course design and group interactions. Also, the researcher analyzed several
open-ended questions regarding the strengths and weaknesses of the course, problems
during the course and portfolio compilations, as well as students’ suggestions for the course.
The results confirmed the positive effects of English Ethic Reading Portfolios on enhancing
students’ motivation for English learning, their learning of English, and preparations for
future careers or other important skills. Furthermore, the feedback questionnaire results
indicated that the course contents, worksheets, handouts, multimedia devices and digital
course content were designed and used properly. Finally, the results of the study showed
that group cooperation and learning had positive effects on English learning, learning
autonomy as well as development of students’ responsibilities and critical thinking. The
findings of this study are expected to provide some pedagogical insights for future studies
and course designs, and to inspire more teachers to involve in development of better college
English curricula. '

Keywords: English learning portfolios; medical English; English ethic readings, English
course design, professional English learning

* Assistant Professor, Graduate Institute of Foreign Language Education and Cultural Industries,
Wenzao Ursuline College of Languages

** Lecturer, Department of Rehabilitation Technology, Tzu Hui Institute of Technology

*** Lecturer, Department of Applied English, Shu Zen College of Medicine and Management
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has presented the paper entitled “A Pilot Study on Effects of

an Experimental English Course Employving Medical Ethic

Reading Portfolios” for The 28" International Conference on

- English Teaching and Learning in the R.O.C., held by the
Department of English, National Taichung University of

Education, on May 14/15, 2011.
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