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The Impaired and the Crippled:

Disability in Pili Puppet Show

Abstract

This article attempts to study the impaired, the crippled, namely, the physically
disabled characters in Pili puppet shows. We propose in the narrative of Pili shows, in
terms of martial art as the medium, the disabled characters can transform the disability
into ability, demonstrating a totally different ratification and evaluation criteria in
comparison with those in the real world. To this extent, borderline between ability and
disability is vague and even turned over. We dub the situation being complementary.
We give examples from characters in the shows with the focus on the names, their
disability as well as their martial art. By doing so, we argue another possible
interpretation on disability could also be expected.

Keyword: Disable, Pili Puppet Shows, Wu-lin, Complementary
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