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Comparative Analysis between Taiwan’s Grade 1-9

Curriculum and Japan’s New Learning Instruction
—Use PISA and TIMSS as Center—

Chang Ju-hsiu
Assistant Professor, Japanese Department, Wenzao Ursuline College of
Languages

Abstract

This study will use the consequences of TIMSS and PISA to compare and analyze the stage
of compulsory education from both Taiwan and Japan in order to clarify the problems of fallen
scholastic ability. This means, to discuss its numerical meaning and substance meaning by through
the consequences of PISA and TIMSS and to materialize the problems of fallen scholastic ability.
Due to the extended championship Finland has won in PISA’s research, this study will also
discuss its education situation briefly.

After self-reflection in past over knowledge-oriented spoon-fed education, Taiwan and
Japan has shifted its educational belief into more flexible way, and adopted the flexible curriculum
which have more respect for school children. However, the public concern in children’s falling
scholastic ability kept raising, sometimes even request to modify the route of flexible education.
Yet, the thought of ascribe the problems of fallen scholastic ability to flexible education is actually
needs to be further deliberated.

In PISA’s research from 2006, Taiwan’s score is slightly higher than Japan in science and
mathematics, only they are both at the top of the world. Moreover, in the ability of reading
comprehension, neither Taiwan nor Japan could head the top list of successful candidate, and at
the aspect of children’s desire for learning, both Taiwan and Japan are on the button of world
ranking. This has shown that the main problems are to improve children’s desire for learning and
the quality of teachers’ educations, which means, improving school children’s scholastic ability is
not only about reforming courses’ difficulty level or quantity, the load of educational fee in

national treasury and the innovation of educational sense are more relevant issues.

Keywords:Flexible Education, Grade 1-9 Curriculum, Learning Instruction, Spoon-Fed Education,

Fallen Scholastic Ability
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